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Students at CAHL (Bourdj Hammoud, Lebanon) celebrating the "AMAA Month" in 
their particular way (See Story on page 11) 


EDITORIAL MESSAGE 


Refocusing our Vision 


Jirair M. Sogomian 


pee of time and life transitions may at times be painful and traumatic experiences, but they also challenge 
us to renew and redefine our vision, to refocus on the essential in our task and to take a fresh look at our 
priorities. I believe every worthwhile organization needs to do this from time to time to remain viable, relevant 


and effective. 


In this transitional time, as we rethink of AMAA’s mis- 
sion and try to refocus its vision and redefine its priorities, 
we soon realize that the mission of the AMAA is the mis- 
sion of the church. After all, the AMAA is the Armenian 
Evangelical Church’s extended loving and healing arm to 
the world which God loved to the cross, and as such, its 
mission is set forth in no uncertain terms by our Lord him- 
self, the Head of the Church. Jesus did so at the beginning 
of his own ministry by borrowing the words of the prophet 
Isaiah. Offering those words with fresh imagination within 
a new context he defined his mission — and therefore the 
mission of the church, with these words: The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me to bring good news to the poor in spirit, 
to proclaim release to those who are captive to sin and 
blind to the truth, to free those who are oppressed by hu- 
man injustice and sin, and to let the world know that God’s 
favor is at hand. 

In doing so, we find Jesus — in spite of his immediate 
rejection in Nazareth and his ultimate rejection at the cross 
— injecting hope for the future. We know now as Jesus 
knew then, that as we offer to starving human spirits the 
Bread of Heaven which alone satisfies, and as we offer to 
thirsty souls the Living Water which alone can quench hu- 
man thirst, we become instruments of liberation to all those 
who are captive to sin and blind to the truth. As we pro- 
claim the good news, those who oppress others through 
their injustice and sin repent of their ways and cease from 
oppression, and the world becomes aware that God’s reign 
of justice and love is at hand. 

From the supreme example of our Master and Lord, we 
must always be conscious of the priorities in our mission 
of love and mercy. Though we reach out to all in response 
to their human need, as our Master did, we do so always 
remembering as he did, that we do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
And whenever and wherever people choose to benefit only 


from material and physical ministrations at the expense 
of their spiritual needs, we must remember our Lord's 
words in Luke 4:43, J must proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God to others also; for I was sent for this 
purpose. 

The word of God which was central in the life of Jesus; 
the word which was there in the creation of all that was 
good; the word which came through patriarchs and proph- 
ets; the Word which ultimately was made flesh in Jesus 
Christ and dwelt in our midst; the word which was pro- 
claimed by St. Gregory illuminating the land of Armenia 
with the truth of God, is ultimately responsible for who we 
are as Christians and followers of the Christ. It is that word 
which has engendered faith in us and which has ultimately 
claimed us as children of God and followers of the Christ, 
and it is empowered by that word that we reach out to the 
world in compassionate service. 

The future of our mission field — whether it is Armenia, 
the Middle East or any other part of the world — is uncer- 
tain and will always be uncertain. Yet, history shows that 
some of the greatest mission dreams were conceived in 
burning hearts and realized in the most desperate and un- 
certain moments wherever people lived in despair. It is in 
such times that we learn to trust God’s word of hope, and 
placing our hand into the hand of God dare to step into the 
darkness of tomorrow, knowing that God who owns the 
future will be there with us! 

So what is our mission all about? Called and empow- 
ered by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to bring the good 
news of God’s love to the impoverished in spirit. It is to 
proclaim release to those who are captive to sin and blind 
to the truth. It is to free those who are oppressed by human 
injustice and sin, and to let the world know that God’s grace 
is here to sustain us. Let us do so together with all the love 
and faith we can muster, and let us do so hopefully and 
courageously.O 
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HAIGAZIAN UNIVERSITY 


Haigazian University Board of Trustees Meet in Beirut 


he Board of Trustees of Haigazian Uni- 

versity, composed of members from the 
US, and members from Beirut, Lebanon, 
held its spring meeting on the campus of the 
university on Friday and Saturday, April 27- 
28, 2001. This historical meeting was held 
on the 45" anniversary of the founding of 
Haigazian College by the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America. It marked 
a meaningful milestone in the sometimes tur- 
bulent yet most influential life of this unique 
Armenian institution of learning on the life 
and destiny of literally hundreds of Arme- 
nian youth who now hold prestigious and 
key positions in a variety of fields and pro- 
fessions all over the world! The history and 
outstanding achievements of the university 
in the last 45 years has amply confirmed the 
validity of the noble vision of its founding 
fathers. This Armenian university has 
blessed the Armenian communities around 
the world with quality leadership and up- 
lifted the Armenian name in the entire Arab 
world of the Middle East and beyond! 

Members of the Board of Trustees com- 
posed of Robert Hekemian, Dr. H. Philip 
Hovnanian, Robert H. Philibosian, Esq., Dr. 
Joseph P. Zeronian, Dr. H. Steven Aharonian, 
Rev. Dr. Carnegie Calian, George Phillips, Esq., 
Samuel Hekemian, Dr. J. B. M. Kassarjian, 
Albert Momjian, Esq., Andrew Torigian, Rev. 
Jirair Sogomian and Joyce Stein, from the 
United States and Dr. Susan Kassab, Rev. 
Robert Sarkissian, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, 
Hrayr Jebejian, Professor Sossi Balian, Nabil 
Ekmeji, Rev. Dr. John Khanjian, and Rev. 
Megerdich Karagoezian, from Beirut, Leba- 
non, chaired by Mr. Herair Mouradian, were 
treated to two important programs held on 
the campus of the university. 

They enjoyed an exposition of historic Ar- 
menian coins displayed in the Barsumian 
Library, and an outstanding evening program 
celebrating the 45" anniversary of the 
Haigazian University Armenological Pro- 
gram. The occasion also marked the publi- 
cation of the 20" issue of the Armenological 
Review - a prestigious annual publication 
that delights the Armenian public with its 
substantial articles on literary, philosophi- 


fd 


Haigazian University Board of Trustees (above); President Andrew Torigian cutting 
the 45th anniversary cake of Haigazian University. 


cal and religious topics of utmost impor- 
tance. In its two-day session, the Board dealt 
with timely, academic, social and financial 
issues that affect the mission of the univer- 
sity in the shaping of the future of youth in 
the Middle East and a number of other coun- 


tries represented in the student body. The 
Armenian public owes a debt of thankful- 
ness to the President of the University, Dr. 
John Khanjian and his supporting staff for 
the valuable educational service they ren- 
der to the Armenian public.O 
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NEAR EAST 


2001 Near East Mission Partner Visit 


by Louis Kurkjian and Herair Mouradian* 


n April and May, along with our new 

Executive Director, Rev. Jirair Sogomian, 
we visited our mission partners in the Near 
East. The purpose was to listen to and build 
on the partnership existing between the 
AMAA and the Near East Union. Our time 
was totally consumed in meetings working 
with the leadership and the pastors. They 
appreciated our listening to their feelings and 
our genuine attempt to understand their is- 
sues and concerns. Discussions were open 
and frank and covered all aspects of the 
AMAA/UAECNE relationship. We re- 
turned with recommendations for the 
AMAA board as it continues the AMAA 
commitment to strengthen the Union. 

During visits to Aleppo and Beirut, we 
were encouraged and pleased with the dedi- 
cation of our pastors, their wives and the 
community working together. It was par- 
ticularly encouraging that all of the pulpits 
were filled with young and energetic pas- 
tors. The average age of the Near East pas- 
tors is 39.4 years. There are yet more Chris- 
tian workers and potential pastors being edu- 
cated through AMAA supported schools, 
Haigazian University and the Near East 
School of Theology (NEST). 

Sixteen churches in Lebanon and Syria are 
part of the Near East Union and vary sub- 
stantially in size, opportunities and issues. 
Focus on youth is evident, but the needs of 
the elderly are also a priority. At the Nor 
Amanos (Dora) church, twelve new mem- 
bers, primarily youth, joined the church dur- 
ing our Sunday worship. Youth meetings in 
individual churches are held weekly and the 
numbers of participants continues to grow. 
Some churches have Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools attracting neighborhood youth to 
learn about God and participate in the church 
and in the schools. AMAA support is pro- 
vided to the churches and the Near East pas- 
tors as they serve the evangelical commu- 
nity. 

Christian Endeavor programs have always 
been strong in Near East churches. It was a 


*Louis Kurkjian and Herair Mouradian are 
co-chairs of the AMAA Near East Committee 


joy to see young people lead singing, teach- 
ing Sunday school and just being helpful. 
Their joy is obvious especially when sing- 
ing from the Nor Yerk hymnal, which fea- 
tures praise music. Summer camps have 


A twenty-two year old student at Arevig center playing the Armenian national anthem 
on a keyboard (above). Discussion on Syrian Schools with (clockwise) Rev. Paul 
Haidostian, Rev. Harout Selimian, Mr. Samuel Tashjian, Mr. Aram Cholakian, Rey. 
Youssef O. Jabbour and Louis Kurkjian. 


been the foundation of joint youth activities 
among the churches. AMAA support of 
summer camp programs this year will fa- 
cilitate attendance of 60 additional youth at 
three summer camps in Lebanon. We 
learned that 85 young people in Syria and 
Lebanon have been working for two years 
to save enough money to go to Armenia this 
summer to participate in the 1700" anniver- 
sary youth camping program. The AMAA 
will partner with these young people in pro- 
viding partial support for their trip. The 
Christian Endeavor movement in both coun- 
tries is very much alive. It was reassuring 
to see the commitment of these young people 
in serving their churches and communities. 

Armenian Evangelicals in the Near East 
continue to go through difficult times as the 
past civil war in Lebanon, current high un- 
employment and a rising cost of living in 
both countries are having a major impact. 
Relief activity in both Lebanon and Syria 
has taken on a new urgency and increased 
support from the AMAA and its donors and 


other organizations is critical. Our pastors 
are faced with daily requests for assistance. 
This includes costs for hospitalization and 
medical care, assistance for those who have 
lost a breadwinner and for general benevo- 
lence. There is much need everywhere and 
it must be faced each day. The AMAA, 
ACO, the Jinishian Fund and the 
Karagoezian Foundation are key relief part- 
ners. We are confident that, with time, con- 
ditions within the Armenian Evangelical 
community will improve but recovery will 
be along process. The community will re- 
quire extensive support from the AMAA and 
other organizations for a long period of time. 
Even with these difficulties, the spirit of the 
people, congregations, youth and pastors is 
heartwarming and encouraging. 

The three Armenian churches, Evangeli- 
cal, Catholic and Orthodox, support the old- 
age homes in Beirut and Aleppo where the 
spirit of cooperation works well. At both 
facilities there are wings that house special 
education classrooms where handicapped 
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children are taught. Armenian Evangelicals 
have been leaders in initiating programs to 
help the community. A new program in 
Aleppo is the Arevig Handicapped Day Cen- 
ter, which provides special care and learn- 
ing to the physically handicapped. Visiting 
the Arevig Center, the Kurkjians were 
moved by a twenty-two year old severely 
handicapped young man who played the 
Armenian national anthem on a keyboard. 
His concentration, as he was playing with 
knurled fingers, was an unforgettable expe- 
rience. AMAA support is provided to the 
old age homes and support for the Arevig 
Center will be proposed in the 2001-2002 
budget. 

Our visit gave us a better appreciation of 
the impact of the Evangelical school sys- 
tem in the Near East to the Armenian com- 
munity worldwide. The AMAA supports 
primary and secondary schools, Haigazian 
University and NEST. These educational 
institutions have been and will be the source 
of many Armenian Evangelical Christian 
leaders. 

In Syria, the school system is centrally 
managed. Innovative educational tech- 
niques are being implemented. Teaching 
with computers in kindergarten is an ex- 
ample of advanced educational methods that 
are being introduced into schools in our 
Union. Financial pressure has increased due 
to a required 25 percent increase in teacher 
salaries without an allowable increase in tu- 
ition. Biblelands, a United Kingdom orga- 
nization, has been a significant mission part- 
ner in the Syrian school system, providing 
funds for both facility and educational im- 
provements. The AMAA is evaluating a 
number of opportunities to further assist the 
Syrian school system. 

The longest and most intense discussion 
was held with the Union’s Educational 
Council in a strategic review of the schools 
in Lebanon. The economy has had a direct 
affect on the educational system. Parents 
who cannot afford tuition payments have 
been moving their children to government 
schools. Past debts of the school system dat- 
ing back to the civil conflict are severe prob- 
lems. The Educational Council has been 
struggling with the issue of how many 
schools are needed to serve our community. 
After much discussion and prayerful review 
they have firmly concluded that the current 
structure is in the best interest of the Evan- 


Reception of new members on April 29, 2001 at the Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel 


Church of Nor Amanos (Dora), with Rev. Nerses Balabanian, the pastor of the church 
at the pulpit (above). Sunday School at Dora Church. 


gelical community at this time. With this 
conviction, the AMAA discussions focused 
on four areas: 
- Approaches to clearing the past debts of 
the schools 
- Viable financial plans for future school 
operation 
- Increasing enrollment at all schools 
- Continued implementation of improve- 
ments in the schools 

Recommendations for AMAA support 
and for Union operations were discussed. 
Stabilizing and strengthening the schools 
will be a step by step endeavor requiring 
mutual discussion and cooperation between 
the Union, the AMAA and other Union mis- 
sion partners. The Union will be embark- 
ing on a campaign, cooperatively handled 
by the pastors and the schools, to increase 
school enrollment. Mission partners have 
funded many improvements in the schools. 


These improvements have included new and 
renovated computer and chemistry labora- 
tories and playgrounds. AMAA funds were 
used to complete much needed face lifting 
of our school buildings. Further improve- 
ments will be required to re-establish our 
Evangelical schools as the premier church 
based schools in the region. Biblelands is a 
primary mission partner of the Evangelical 
school system; assistance is also received 
from the Gulbenkian Foundation and other 
organizations. The AMAA provides sup- 
port, which includes significant participation 
from the Stephen Philibosian Foundation. 

We feel that our trip was meaningful, ap- 
preciated and informative. We are commit- 
ted to the mission work of the AMAA with 
our personal emphasis being the Near East. 
Your continued prayers and support of the 
AMAA’s work in this region is important 
and vital. 
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AMAA Leadership Visits Armenia 
AMAA Continues its Focus on Armenia 


MAA President, Mr. Andrew 

Torigian, and the newly appointed 
Executive Director, The Rev. Jirair 
Sogomian, paid a pivotal visit to Arme- 
nia from April 30 to May 8, to meet 
with local leadership and the extensive 
mission staff in Armenia and to con- 
firm AMAA’s continuing support of 
their imaginative and sacrificial minis- 
try. 

While in Yerevan, Mr. Torigian and the 
Rev. Sogomian, along with the AMAA's 
Representative in Armenia, Rev. René 
Léonian, visited with the President of 
Armenia, Robert Kocharian, Prime Min- 
ister Antranik Markarian, President of 
Parliament, Armen Khatchaturian, Presi- 
dent of Council of State Religious Affairs, 
Razmiz Markossian, and His Holiness 
Karken II, to pay their respects, to up- 
date them on AMAA’s extensive spiritual, 
educational and benevolent caring min- 
istries, to thank them for their encourage- 
ment and support, and to receive their 
insights and guidance for future outreach 
to areas of Armenia which have hitherto 
not been touched by the gospel of Christ 
or the living and compassionate outreach 
of the church. 

During their eight-day stay, they also 
visited fledgling churches and fellow- 
ships in Talin, Spitak, Gumri, Stepanavan, 
Vanatzor and Yerevan, preaching the 
Word of God, worshipping with the local 
saints, listening to their needs and con- 
cerns, and encouraging them in their chal- 
lenging tasks in these most trying times 
in the history of our decade-long inde- 
pendence. They also met, along with Mr. 
Harout Nercessian, AMAA’s Director of 
Christian Education and youth work, with 
local leaders and volunteers in these 
fields, inspiring them with encouraging 
messages of hope, and praying for them 
for wisdom and courage for the living of 
these days. 

In their busy schedule, they also found 


Armenian Evangelical Church members of Stepanavan, Armenia (above). The AMAA 
staff and volunteers with the AMAA President Andy Torigian and Executive Director 
Rey. Jirair Sogomian. 


time to meet with pastors from Armenia, of AMAA’s continuing commitment to 
Georgia and Russia, to listen to theirmost support their vital and nation-building 
pressing concerns and to reassure them ministries. They also visited the newly- 
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Executive Director of the AMAA Rev. Jirair 


Sogomian preaching at the Armenian 
Evangelical church of Yerevan. 


established 1997 Armenian Evangelical 
Seminary, where Rev. Sogomian spoke 
to the seminarians in a chapel service and 
encouraged them not only to pursue their 
formal theological education in prepara- 
tion for the ministry of the word, but also 
to value the importance of their continu- 
ing education and spiritual growth and 
nurturing during the entire span of their 
life-ministry! 

On Sunday morning, Rev. Sogomian, 
preached to the Armenia Evangelical 
Congregation in Yerevan, which meets 
every Sunday in the Architect’s Hall for 
joyful worship. Taking his text from the 
well-known passage on love from Paul’s 
First Letter to the Corinthians, he im- 
pressed upon them Paul’s crucial mes- 
sage that no matter what our particular 
God-given talents or spiritual gifts, that 
if we use them without reflecting God’s 
love so wonderfully revealed to us in the 
Christ, our work and efforts amount to 
nothing. As Christians, both in the liv- 
ing of our lives, in the practice of our 
faith, and in all our human relationships, 
our priority is to be God’s loving, car- 
ing, and compassionate presence to a 
world which God loved even to the 
cross! 
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At the Armenian Evangelical Seminary of Armenia are the President of the Seminary 
Rey. René Léonian, the Dean of the Seminary Rev. Guevork Guevorkian, President of 
the AMAA Andy Torigian, Executive Director of the AMAA Rev. Jirair Sogomian andRev. 
Hamlet Gureghian (above); AMAA's Representative in Armenia Rev. René Léonian, 
AMAA's Executive Director Rev. Jirair Sogomian, President of Armenia Robert 
Kocharian and AMAA President Andy Torigian at their meeting in the Presidential 
Office. 


When asked about his impresssions 
from his short yet intense visit, among 
other comments, Rev. Sogomian said that 


within the short span of his visits to Leba- 
non and Armenia, his prayer list more 
than quadrupled! 
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Armenian Evangelicals in Brazil 


LD the economic problems that 
plague Brazil and many of the other 
countries of Latin America, the Armenian 
Evangelical Central Church of Sao Paulo has 
an active and supportive congregation, and 
even has a mission program in the outlying 
town of Ferraz de Vasconcelos. 

The church’s latest report to the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) outlines its activities and discusses 
some of the problems facing the church. The 
following are some of the highlights of the 
report: 

"Church services take place Sunday morn- 
ings at 10:45 a.m., led by Pastor Dmitri 
Constandinis, who is assisted by Dr. Roy 
Abrahamian. Bible study programs for both 
children and adults are offered Sunday 
mornings before church services and also 
during the week. 

"The Sunday School Department performs 
evangelism and social assistance programs 
for the poor children who live near the 
church. About 60 such children participate 
in such programs. Every Sunday they learn 
Christian songs and Biblical passages and 
receive a meal. Sometimes they receive 
school materials, such as color pencils. 
Occasionally, our church offers breakfast for 
all the congregation, including these chil- 
dren. We also distribute food, from time to 
time, to the poor families who live near our 
church. 

“The weekly activities of the Women’s 
Department includes biblical study and so- 
cial programs. These programs include vis- 
its to the sick and elderly and also to an Ar- 
menian asylum. The women organize din- 
ners, barbecues and meals for our church 
community. They also plan fund-raising din- 
ners and bazaars and participate in the pro- 
grams of other churches. 

“Our Music Department organizes musi- 
cal programs, to which all Armenian 
churches and organizations are invited. 
Sometimes professional musicians also par- 
ticipate in these programs. 

"The church’s mission outreach program 
in the nearby town of Ferraz de Vasconcelos 
offers Sunday worship services and prayer 


Sunday morning worship service (above); 
borhood. 


meetings to a congregation of local Brazil- 
ians. About 90-120 people attend these ac- 
tivities. This mission church, established by 
our Sao Paulo Church, also serves the ma- 
terial needs of these people in the form of 
food, clothing and blankets. Last year the 
Sao Paulo Church built two classrooms and 
two bathrooms for the Sunday School of its 
outreach church, which serves about 70 chil- 
dren. 

“Our church has also helped Armenian 
and Brazilian evangelical and humanitar- 
ian organizations. Last year, we contrib- 
uted special donations to APEC, an organi- 
zation that evangelizes among children; for 


Bible School for the children in the neigh- 


refugees in Kosovo; and for the homeless in 
Columbia. We also contributed $2,000 to 
the AMAA for the Evangelical Church in 
Gumri, Armenia." 

The Sao Paulo Church was established in 
1927 by Armenian immigrants. In view of 
its remoteness from the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal communities in the U.S., Europe, Middle 
East and Armenia, it has done and contin- 
ues to do a remarkable job in maintaining 
its Armenian Evangelical identity and act- 
ing on its Armenian Evangelical values. And, 
through its cooperation with and ties to the 
AMAA, the church keeps in touch with the 
world-wide Armenian Evangelical family. 
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How Armenian Evangelicals 
Will Celebrate the 1700th Anniversary 


Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian* 


301 - 2001 A.D.— Seventeen Hundredth An- 
niversary of Armenia’s adoption of Chris- 
tianity as state religion! 1700 years is a no- 
table period in the life of the Armenian 
Church, especially if we consider the fact 
that the centuries-long history of Armenian 
Christendom has been a bitterly fought one 
— a history of tears, sweat, and blood. 

The 1700th Anniversary is an appropri- 
ate time to pay tribute to the memory of the 
pioneers of the Armenian Church who, 
adopted Christianity as state religion; to sa- 
lute those who followed in the footsteps of 
the fourth century fathers of faith, and kept 
the torch of faith burning; and to renew our 
dedication to our Christian faith. 

Obviously, the seventeen century legacy 
of Armenian Christendom is a rich one. Its 
heritage is a proud one, and its benefits to 
the Armenian nation have been manifold. 

While the 1700th anniversary marks a sig- 
nificant milestone in the history of Christian- 
ity, Christian Armenians everywhere should 
be reminded that anniversaries are not only 
appropriate times to honor the past, but also 
opportune times to claim the future — to look 
forward to the future, and with renewed re- 
dedication, be challenged to greater efforts. 
The past is only ours to keep when we are 
willing to move into a future we will accept. 

The Armenian Evangelical World Coun- 
cil has instructed and challenged all Arme- 
nian Evangelical churches and organizations 
to make the year 2001 a year of spiritual re- 
vival and renewal, a year of evangelism and 
Christian outreach. After all, the 
Christianization of Armenia was a product 
of evangelism and outreach. 

Thus, the Armenian Evangelical churches 
worldwide have embarked upon a number 
of activities to mark this important lesson. 
Each of the five Church Unions — the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Union of France, Ar- 
menian Evangelical Union of North 
America, Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East, Union of Evan- 
gelical Churches in Armenia and Armenian 


* Rey. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian is the President 
of the Armenian Evangelical World Council 
and the Moderator of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Union of North America. 


Evangelical Union of Eurasia — have orga- 
nized various religious, cultural and artistic 
programs. They have organized spiritual 
revival meetings to impart the Christian 
faith, our religious heritage, and the virtues 
of the “faith of our fathers.” 

Armenian Evangelical churches will also 
place a special emphasis on Christian edu- 
cation through lectures, seminars, confer- 
ences, production and dissemination of 
Christian literature — like Bibles, textbooks, 
hymnals, brochures, books, etc. The Arme- 
nian Evangelical World Council has just re- 
leased a bilingual book by the Rev. Vahan 
H. Tootikian entitled The Benefits and Con- 
tributions of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church to the Armenian Nation, which is 
being translated into French and Eastern 
Armenian. During this anniversary year 
there will be other publications on the Ar- 
menian Christian heritage. 

The Armenian Evangelical churches will 
conduct programs for youth to participate in 
youth conferences, camps and trips to Arme- 
nia. They will also organize cultural events, 


such as lectures, concerts, plays, athletic 
events, artistic programs, art exhibits, etc. 

Our churches will also participate in ecu- 
menical and inter-church anniversary pro- 
grams, such as religious and cultural and 
musical events in collaborations with Arme- 
nian Apostolic and Catholic Churches. 

During the current year, the Union of 
Evangelical Churches in Armenia will play 
host to an all Armenian Evangelical anni- 
versary celebration in Yerevan, Armenia in 
mid-August. In conjunction with an all Ar- 
menian Evangelical Youth Rally, a 1700th 
Anniversary pilgrimage to Armenia has been 
planned from August 9 - 21, 2001, details 
of which will soon be communicated 
through the media. 

Finally, the 1700th anniversary of 
Armenia’s adoption of Christianity as state 
religion will be a meaningful milestone to 
look at retrospectively as well as prospec- 
tively: honoring the past and claiming the 
future. Honoring the past is noble. But one 
generation cannot operate on the faith of its 
ancestors, because a vital faith, which accom- 
plishes and sustains, has always to be a per- 
sonal and contemporary one. In all our cel- 
ebrations the question is not how to preserve 
an abstract past, but how to transmit to the 
present and the future the virtues of Arme- 
nian heritage and the “faith of our fathers.” O 


Rev. Tootikian's Latest Anniversary Book on 
Armenian Evangelicalism 


The year 2001 is the 1700th anniversary of the adoption of Christianity as the state 
religion in Armenia. By happy coincidence it is also the 155th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Armenian Evangelical Church. Since the Armenian Evangelical 
Church is part and parcel of Armenian Christendom, this milestone accords an oppor- 
tunity to present the benefits and contributions of Armenian Evangelicalism to the 
Armenian nation. The Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian's latest bilingual book, entitled 
The Benefits & Contributions of the Armenian Evangelical Church to the Arme- 
nian Nation - aims to do that. The author cites fourteen specific items, which are 
considered to be benefits and contributions of Armenian Evangelicalism to the Arme- 
nian nation. He contends that the Armenian Evangelical Church has worked her way 
into many corners of the life of the Armenian people. In his words, “Measured by her 
effects, the Armenian Evangelical Church has proved herself a potent force among 
the Armenian people. Her record speaks for itself.” 

Dr. Tootikian maintains that the Armenian Evangelical Church served the Arme- 
nian people in many ways for many decades, administering to their needs, beating 
their wounds, and lightening their sorrows. Armenian Evangelicalism put no limit to 
service, nor did it discriminate against other creeds, but served equally all those who 
bore the name Armenian. It also gave the Armenian nation a potent medium for dis- 
closing its latent intellectual and spiritual force. 

We recommend this book to the reading public. The price of the book is $20.00, 
plus $4.00 for mailing and handling. Copies may be received from the AMAA — 31 


W. Century Road, Paramus, N. J. 07652. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Ordination of Rev. Jirair Bizdikian 


i 


Rev. Jirair Bizdikian giving the benediction after his ordination, 
standing (I to r) Rev. Karl Avakian, Rev. Jirair Sogomian, Rev. 
Barkev Darakjian, and Rev. Vigen Galustian. 


he ordination of Rev. Jirair Bizdikian took place on Sunday, 
March 18, 2001 in the Armenian Evangelical Church of Chi- 
cago. Officiating at the ceremony was Rev. Karl V. Avakian, Min- 
ister to the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America 


(AEUNA) and participating in the ordination service were Rev. 
Barkev Darakjian, Pastor Emeritus of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Chicago, Rev. Vigen Galustian, Rev. Aaron Kayayan, 
Rev. Kevin Kasper and Rev. Jirair Sogomian, Chairman of AEUNA 
Ministry Committee. Present at this solemn occasion were Rev. 
Father Zareh Sahakian of the All Saints Armenian Apostolic Church 
of Glenview, Ill and Deacon Aren Jebejian of the Armenian St. 
Gregory the Illuminator Church of Chicago. 

Congratulatory letters were received from many churches and 
pastors, as well as from Mr. Andy Torigian, president of the AMAA 
and Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Moderator of the AEUNA. 

Rev. Bizdikian was born in Athens, Greece and has received his 
theological education at the Near East School of Theology of Beirut, 
Lebanon and the San Francisco Theological Seminary. Following 
his studies he has worked as pastoral assistant in churches in Beirut, 
Lebanon and Montreal, Canada, while carrying a full load and 
working full time as English language teacher in Canadian educa- 
tional institutions. He retired from his teaching position in 1995, 
and since then he has devoted his time to pastoral ministry in the 
Armenian communities of Canada, United States and Armenia, 
where he has also been an instructor in New Testament studies at 
the Armenian Evangelical theological Seminary of Armenia. Dur- 
ing the past two and a half years, Rev. Bizdikian has been the visit- 
ing pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Chicago. 

Rey. Bizdikian is married to Alice Mardirossian and they have 
four children, Hovig, Sam, Ruth (Cortina) and Dikran.O 


Ordination of Rev. Sarkis Pachaian 


Ordination of Rev. Sarkis Pachaian, standing (I to r) Rev. 
Pachaian's wife, Nicole, Rev. Jean Agopian, Rev. Jean Zarifian, 
Rey. Jean-Louis-Simonet and Rey. Gilbert Leonian. 


n Sunday, April 8, 2001, the ordination of Sarkis Pachaian 

was held during a special service at the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of Brussels, Belgium. About 150 people were present, 
among which were the Ambassador of Armenia and his family. 

The service of ordination, held under the auspices of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of France (AEUF) was presided by Rev. 
Gilbert Léonian, president of AEUF. Also participating in the 
service were Rev. Jean Agopian, pastor of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of Saint Loup (Marseille) France; Rev. Jean Avedis 
Zarifian of Montreal, Canada, representing the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA); and Rev. Jean-Louis 
Simonet, the president of the Fédération Evangélique 
Francophone of Belgium. 

Rev. Sarkis Pachaian was born in Yozgat, Turkey. After com- 
pleting his elementary education, he settled in Istanbul. He served 
in the church of Istanbul until 1983, after which he came to Bel- 
gium. Encouraged by the AMAA, and with its assistance, Rev. 
Pachaian studied at the Bible College of Brussels and graduated in 
1991. Since his graduation he is serving the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Brussels as its pastor. 

Rey. Pachaian is married to Nicole DerKevorkian and they have 
two children. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Camp Arevelk to Host Second Annual Summer 
Camp Program 


| han Jewett, NY (Catskill Mountains) was the setting this past 
summer, August 13 - August 19, 2000 for the first Armenian 
Evangelical, east coast, Summer Camp Program. Seventeen jun- 
iors, ages 10-13, from NY, NJ, MA and Canada, joined together for 
a week of learning God’s Word, and recreational activities in the 
beautiful Catskill Mountains of New York State. Under the leader- 
ship of Rev. Ara and Mrs. Sylvia Jizmejian, the campers partici- 
pated in daily devotionals and Bible studies, as well as daily out- 
door activities, such as hiking, canoeing, swimming, sports, archery, 
etc. The campers were housed in 2-person Army style tents and 
also enjoyed evening campfires and sing-alongs led by Rev. Kevin 
Kasper. Also assisting the camp leaders were six trained counse- 
lors from the AEYF (Armenian Evangelical Youth Fellowship). 

The week long program was hosted at Camp Tri-Mount, a 535 
acre Boy Scout Reservation Camp. Tri-Mount personnel provided 
all of the meals, trained staff for all recreational activities, and on- 
site medical staff. By renting the Boy Scout facility, this AEUNA 
sponsored event was able to put forward an effective, week long 
program, while incurring minimal expense. A family barbecue was 
held for all parents and campers on Saturday, August 19, when the 
parents returned to pickup their children. 

The success of the first year’s program is evident by the enthusi- 
asm of many parents of the campers, who have pledged their sup- 
port for holding the camp program again this summer. Now, with 
the formal name of Camp Arevelk, the second annual east coast 
Armenian Evangelical Program is scheduled for Sunday, August 
12 - Saturday, August 18, 2001. This year’s program promises to 
be even more exciting than last year’s program, and again will host 
the parents & families of campers for a lamb kebab picnic, on Sat- 
urday, August 18. Information and applications (July 21 deadline 
to apply) for this year’s program can be obtained by contacting any 
of the east coast Armenian Evangelical Churches, or by contacting 
Rev. and Mrs. Jizmejian, at the Armenian Church of the Martyr’s 
in Worcester, MA, at 508-753-7650. You may also contact the Camp 
Registrar, Dave Shahbazian, at 845-339-3676. As is common to 
most new programs, funding is limited. Those willing to pledge 
their financial support can make a tax deductible donation to Camp 
Arevelk, and are encouraged to contact the Camp Registrar for more 
information. Your support and prayers for another exciting sum- 
mer camp program would be greatly appreciated. 


Rev. Robert Swanson bids farewell to 
Ararat Church 


ev. Robert O. Swanson 

he Pastor of the Ararat 
Armenian Congregational 
Church of Salem, NH, and 
his wife Lee, bid farewell 
to the congregation during 
a special dinner held in their 
honor at Harris' Pelham Inn 
on April 8, 2001. 

Rev. Swanson, who 
served the Ararat Church 
for the past 15 years, will 
retire after forty-four years 
of active ministry. 

Rev. Swanson is a gradu- 
ate of the University of New 
Hampshire (1954) and Crozer Theological Seminary of Philadel- 
phia (1957). He was ordained the same year at Mount Union Con- 
gregational Christian Church in Everett, PA. 

After pastoring churches in Pennsylvania and New Hampshire 
for twelve years, Rev. Swanson served in the New Hampshire Na- 
tional Guard and United States Army Reserves as a Chaplain for 
twenty-six years, retiring in 1982 as lieutenant colonel. 

From 1969-1996 Rev. Swanson taught U.S. history and econom- 
ics at Sanborn Regional High School in Kingston, NH. He has also 
served churches in southern NH as United Church of Christ interim 
minister. 

Rev. Swanson and his wife were very active at the Greater 
Armenian Community of Merrimack Valley. They enjoyed work- 
ing among Armenians, and particularly ministering to the needs of 
the parish family of Ararat Armenian Congregational Church.O 


CAHL Students Celebrate AMAA Month 


s the month of March is considered "AMAA Month", the stu- 

dents at the Centers for Armenian Handicapped in Lebanon 
(CAHL) celebrated this event by a particular way. Being slow 
learner students, most of the cases have reading and writing diffi- 
culties. For this reason, the school organized in all the classes 
sessions of reading and writing of the name of the Association 
explaining the four words: "Armenian Missionary Association of 
America" (AMAA). In the meantime, the teachers explained to 
the students of their classes, the Christian way of doing charity, 
like AMAA is doing. 

Besides "slow learner" students, the center also offers struc- 
tured classes for children and young people who are blind and 
deaf. Associated with the school is the Center's workshop where 
young people learn carpentry and wicker work. The present di- 
rector of the center is Mr. Kevork Karaboyadjian. 

Each year the AMAA provides significant grants to help the 
school continue this unique humanitarian work. The students and 
their parents are grateful for AMAA's aid to this vital mission. 
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QUUUPAP CURUENARGCUT DFLPUPRA §U8UU.UL 


fignigm Anghinn Quduwinn dunujnipkuli 
vuuhG £ fjvoufp ki ng pl npick Guiuinp 
opnyhimbi: wll Guituinp 
GunujniphrG wlyuajylui Angkiinp Gul 
fphuuniludbua dunujnipfAré si: Rupkulp, Gnjifud 
uGhurcum “vuapynin Gnawa ufulistijA yuiduinp 
dunujnipprcGGkp pGby wyuaqua vupqkunt Gkpu, 
npnif fulum qiwhumljA ki. oquudup pjjujny 
hulinind, wmuaburAG Yniwi Angkinn Guuuinp 
dunujnipAra snjpay: 

4ngé.nn Gudwinp dunujnipfArG ply nigny wlidp 
- ayn Gt GAG - npnz wad UnG E op Gp fpGmnnif ni 
Up GQulisnipf Uumnidny Yngqut: Unipp Rhnt pha wk 
Uuunniwd jutiufy Gn pGimnt npnzg wldkp hp gqnpdp 
pakjar huadupn bi ng nicl dup - ny wy juniv’p un 
vupy kn, 
hugniugfim £: tajGhuy Uunniwd hugqupftpnr 
why wEG hum fApwr. uvuny skp bpGup quaby: UG 
Y/nul Enki’ vupquptpG. «vwjbguy tb. whuw vupy 
shup» (Gnau. 4. 25): «Gpniuuyktb hnynngitpnil 
uks wyuutgkf, Gwytbgkf nt ghwgkf - whnp 
hpwywpwhGkpnii why pGiuntgkf - tpk dupy vp 
Upgwf quGt), tpk bpwinihf pinn, f9fupuniphi 


Junujnip&uli, 


uj, uwGdhum uvnp ap pénhulinuylu 


pGunny vp yw - Gu wjyi funwfhi pnyniphrl 
ybup uu» (Gna. & 1): Gap Vurnin puquinnp 
Uuilnily 
vungupli quji yulinhtulig &. puur ApaG. «Skpp 
PptbG hudup Pp upwhl huvttivdun v¢dupy yp 
punt...» (U. frug. 13. 14): hisytu wi wut, 
Uunniwd wjuon wy - Gt vpAgu - hp upwpé hudba 


Uuunnidny whhGiumquan qunriigm., 


Gt PpbG huadtup buduinn dunuwjyny wldkin gn 
wiGunt: 

4ngbinn Guivuinn dunujnipflri pay nigqny 
ulidinn vunnknnr Gant pGupniweé &i Goguliugniwad 
$44: dnynyGinn. Gui’ hudugnituptinnr uly wy 
$44 npngnifp: fs wy pundp niunit Guu wkd 
GQupnynipfré niGkGujp hAAvGudul yuylultip ba 
Angtinp dunuynip tual: GyanighhG uly dnynyualhuli 
pywep Gad onbcl yuagmod niGbGwajG wy wGyuaylul 
Angiinp dunuynipfrG sk: UunGf wulignigm |ptiul 


oquubup pj: Puyg Gap niph2 qujlml up Guy 


* dtp. Guwjp UupluqhwG hnjpii & @npnipnjyp (tubwuw) 
Zu) Uituwpwiwyui Ghantgbpe: 


Yup. buwyh Uuwplwqhwi* 


nop wGfunicuupkyph be 
ulinfoupfhGkjp E: 
Pojnopli unug Gnu 
quy Gc wwlGli Gu- 
poinp yuyu £ - 
Uuunidny hulinh- 
why: Uz, froutny’ 
uyugpunl; yur 
YinpumfG dGnian 
niGkGwuy: 
Anqtinp f~npdunni- 
paul, ns vEG wld - 
opfuGi wj yupny 
Play pupdp nruniu, 
nApf Gi. wugmoi niGkiwy, tpl Gnjahul wiki on 
dunujl EbkinkgAfG vl, Gul “whidullhid 
GnifpumninipfAriGlin pGE - Uumnidny Yngut 
poanntGniwd Angklinn dunwuyjnipfré ppuwd plu 


Unuwulig 


pywyp: Guunniuad vin gqupdknta, pGdwubkpta, 
OunuynipArGGinlé ki wuaguoliinti unuy vip wldn 
Ynigk - vip wywzpupnipfrin: Uuhgu plisykeu 
Ynyypwyp 

- UGdudp qUumniwd Gud Bhuniun wmhuwd 
pywyny’ apng Angiinp ynpéunnipbudp up: 
Zngéinn p~npdunnipbhul - hlsylu dunwjnip bul 
- d&ckinn Gp mupplnha ni Gp pnparAa, pujg ng 
ApnynoipfArin: Ns fphunniluhuli Gnoif Fu, ng 
uy GauGf, unulg hngiinp ynpdunnip tual: Uuhlw 
win nopangnitny spjjup, wy Uumnidny 
GujuudinGniptudp: UG vig Yn Guast, Gp ynpl 
fi Ynimuy vbigf' hn funtfhG hudtunp Angtinp 
dunujynipAcG dumniguééjn: wunuGdGuzGnpharip: 

Unyuluf déunuajnipfhrin Uumnidny anit 
panniGniigur chwji wf wmnkbG Epp wi fPnnkp 
Linpwf Ynwa Angbinn ynpdunoipfrca up niGigur 
- Uuunnidn; hulnhytgur: Vumniweéd poutgur Apt 
- Yunny UnpbGppG Ulla - ti AnG wlinn bkwlfp 
hAdGuylu pnjoncigut i uAwji wihE— kuf fp 
vumnigué dunujnipArcGGipn panniatjp tinul 
Uunnidny Ynynlt: ek’ fAGf onhGinikigui &i pt’ 
Uunniwd punuiannrigur fp widny &. Angkiinp 
OunujnipfArGGinny: béniumpnipfArcGGkp Er 
jatuuhuunipAriGin niGligui, pujg minh sunciut: 
Zurcumuppd véiuwg Uumnidny: 
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’ dg Os we i ee ee oe ae: 


Guuajh vupquplAG Uumnidny hulinfytjnar 
finndunnipfAcin wmuanpin Ep, np mbnf niflkgur 
mbufjfay un Ganiuunkih wmufupphli wvlky, npanz 
unfpny un: UG Gn Yuk Ap vuufé. <lgqhw 
puquwuinphG vwhniwi mwphG SEpp wkuw, np pwpdap 
nu. japwgwédé uwpnnh dpw) Gumwsd Ep» (Guuyf 6. 1): 
tuk. Pull, Gnakiw, Gqkb Aly, Qufupfhwuw i 
puqvdupAr wz vunguplGin kc Gupg up widen 
ujugquli mGupj;fGinny Awinhywd bh Uumnidn 
Gc wyw UGhE qunguav & Angéinp dbunuwynipbiual 
Qognil nt unufljnipAré umugwd kl: 

UG vdupynr unniwd sl mbufyf niGbGuy: ls wy 
uli mbufjyf wadyuajlual hngiinp wmbufyf £: fIlulif 
jounGual AngbjhfGwl Up J’niGkGwl bud fntlg 
nbulily niqud palin bp muh be lpube pk mbupjt 
un niGlguai - 8huncup, flinlul hulnkndny utp, 
hplgmmdl up, uninp Up Gud Vuaphud gojup wmkuul, 
nop fAptGg wju Gud wji pun jvoulgui: Uunlif 
GpGul fgtlunfhwm hbngiinn mbufyf pypway &e snypay 
4nglinn wmkufj;fl@ tuft, vupyn AlvGuylu pn 
finfnif, Angbiinp nupd bi pojnpnyAG finn baulf 
Un WniGkGwy bi vuyph Uunnidny huvup: UGnn 
Ginn GliumGfn Gp fwuml fp mbufj fh Angtinn 
Pup Gua! snjpmyp: 

Guajh vunguplAG wmkufjfn fgvupAm Anqg&inp 
ubufjf cpa Cp - wl Apwylu maiuuar quumniwd - 
npnyhimi:, w) wi plinniGlg fp vbiqnuinp &1 
uGundua pypajp- <dwy bGsp, whw Yp Ynpunche ... 
ybnd sppnGf niGtgny vwpy Upl bu»: p) Vay fipnr 
ponnipAraé - ppgnipArG - niGlgui. «Pur 
wiopkGntppiGn Japgnibgwre kt cuanfpy fwiniphrl 
tyu»: q Uuunidny Gnifpniwd Yliulf vp oiGkgur: 
Gap Uuunniwé hupgnig' «Qn ypybd», wi puur' 
«Uhwiwuby tu’ qhu npyk» (Guayh 6. 5-8): Znghinp 
wuutuhj;f Gud’ f~pnndunnipfrG niGligud pjjwujne 
hAdGubad Goo waifpnrumpl;A ipkf jugnnnuadual 
uuuptwGGinG ni puuninG &G wunGf - plinni&ify 
wip viquinn pyjuajp, yinyaiptiul qhuudhgnipfran 
niGhGuy Gi Gnifpnify Guduinn dunwynip bul’ 
Uuunidny punthl huadup: 

Yonnu Unutfkujh Giuaifnp nipfhg qguuuduli &2 
hlinhGubuinp onfGiwly unui £ op gnyjg Ynimuay pt 
Anglinp ynpédunnipfArin qjfurnn wuayjluGi £F 
Angtinp Quduinp dunuynip hull (Pnpdf Unufljng 
9. 1-9: Ulinp wy finndunnipfrGn wmbufjfny up 
ulinh niGigui, Pulwujnufp dudpniG Ynuay, pbk 
uupplin dliiny &t muappkin quajlulGipn: mud: UG 
ninnugh mbuuart Bhuniun, yulg Uann duyjln, 


Yinpguylu plinniilg Ap vinuinp bi ujpu] papugth 
wf pypajp, mya pojnpny Ad Ginn GawGf up niGlgui 
Gi pyujynGlg Ap Gui’uinp dunuynipfrin 8huncuf. 
«SEp p°Gs Wnigqhu np pili»: UG hAdwu - bi vAwye 
hfAdw - quupaunm [np guiduinn déunwuyniptuli, 
opnyhiwb. wywzpupud tn’ Yinpunfl diud, Gnp 
GaumGf vp niGligud En: £hvGuytu p~nfniwd En: 
ZhimugquyhG' wi fp poufny, GuduhGknny, 
YuujnipAcaGipny, qnndipny Gt Bhuniuf Auiup 
Guhunudnibjny' gojg mniuat pl Angtlinn 
fnpdunnipfArcin fApudulinipArG [, GiGuumhwuli £, 
Uunniddt [, kt Uumnidny funfhG huiup Ef: 
Yonnup him qnpé nililgnyn pojnn “vunpntknd uy - ns 
thuji hp gqnpéubfpgGtpn & fphumnGkuGkinp - waz 
Gutt uGhutuntknn, hipulinuGinp, ujpupntkpn, 
GQunuyupfsGkinn, Gnjihub pugquinplinn 
qupvuGfny GoluplghG nit huaunumlghi wlinn 
pojnpnyAG pnpaiweé ki Ginn wld Up pjpwyp: ZAG ni 
finn GiwGff wjyu gummy bt nigwgpwt wmup- 
pupnipprin vupytip bn mbuGh’G vin Yauifinnre 
kg... 

UVuif Yniwif fphunnGkay Ypokifhi quunutkfy, 
fnhumntkwy pamuliptfh vp uty pyjay, cypuniuad 
pywep aEpatG Aunapynipfrcé unGlj, kbainktgpApa 
uly widGu), winn wyuqua dnnnyGknn.a uly winwl 
py Ge. puqdupfAr dunujnipfpcaGin vuunigulty, 
GinjGhul GnGwif judéujy wnop by kt wl YApwalhp 
yqugnumdniaifGtipn. uvuuiuhghj, puajg wuaburha 
Angti.unop ynnpdunaip pra sniGktiap Pabarwd spjpuay: 
4nglinn ywnpdunniphuwG dirtkipnp wGdk wld dp 
uunpinha: Uli dunn uwdyujlui m&ufjf bpauy 
saliktiu;, pujg wadyujyluli Gipynyd un wmkuad 
pypayar E Bhuniup bi y~njuoniwd: Vhwji wil anf 
win Guduiop dunuynippcaGipn yAupf pannianiplli 
Uumnidny Gant: Ujjuaylu vip pojap dunwyni- 
pPhraGtinpn naw pyjay fp papi, AGfGumgqnhnip fri 
bt AGfGupuptnipfprca: LurcuwgnjyG yupugquyfpl' 
puplqnpdnipfra’ puyg ns hngbiinn dunuynip fra: 

hisylu Pnahumnuf wgpuph gqujla@ tuft 
yqundtnipAran pudincigur. inn. duuf' fphumnul 
unug (P.U) i. Pnphunmnul tuft (f.6), Gnjiyku wy 
Atpufulship Gotupfpm fphuunGkayh Yiulfn niuf 
Enya: vuu - Pphumnul unuy' canth uly vinwd 
AAG himGfnp, Pphunnul buf’ vin fk pphariwe finn 
ophitwy Gi yurfputGuguaG Yauifp - Uumnidny 
hunthG hudup: 

Guituinn dunujynipkuali gqjjuuinp yuylulin 
Angiinp f~npdunaipfAré niGkGua E: O 
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OBITUARIES 


Alexander Matossian 
Alexander Matoss- 
ian passed away on 
Sunday, February 
25,2001. Memorial 
services were held at 
the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church in 
Paramus, NJ. He is 
survived by his wife, - 
Hripsime, and chil- roy 
dren, Cynthia and her husband George of 
Solebury, PA; son Michael and his wife Karen 
of Charlotte, NC; and son Berj and his wife 
Mary Kay of Ukiah, CA; and grandchildren 
Nora, Michael Shant, Armand, Sarah and Rob- 
ert Preston. 
Alex was the fifth child of Aintabtzi parents 
Misak and Vahide Matossian. His sisters, 
Emelia Kutchukian and_ Ephronia 
Masbanadjian, and three brothers, Arthur, 
Puzant and Robert Matossian, had all prede- 
ceased him. 

In 1953, Alex married Hripsime, nee 
Tombalakian, in Beirut, Lebanon, and they 
were blessed with daughter Cynthia and two 
sons, Michael and Berj. 

In Beirut, Alex was a member of the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church and had served 
on the church council as treasurer for many 
years. He was an active member of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor and had taught in Sunday 
School. He had written many short stories in 
Armenian which appeared in the publications 
of the Christian Endeavor. On numerous oc- 
casions Alex was asked to give the message 
in church, Sunday school and women’s guild 
annual dinner. Once, during a session it was 
announced, “now the message is going to be 
brought to you by Alex Matossian.” Alex was 
stunned. No one had told him that he was go- 
ing to be the speaker for that day. He got up in 
front of the people, stood there silently for a 
moment, when a young boy said loudly, “he 
doesn’t know what he is going to say.” Alex 
gave the message that day beginning with “Ev- 
eryday is Christmas” and emphasized the need 
to keep the Christmas spirit alive in us every 
single day. Alex’s brother Robert never for- 
got that and he would often remark — Every- 
day is Christmas! 

In June of 1967, right after the 5-day war, 
the Alex Matossian family emigrated to the 
United States and settled in Glen Rock, NJ to 
provide a more peaceful environment for their 
three children and also give them an opportu- 
nity for good education. He had a jewelry 
engraving business in Ridgewood, NJ. They 
were members of the Armenian Presbyterian 


Church of Paramus. In 1996 Alex and 
Hripsime decided to live close to their chil- 
dren and moved to Ukiah, CA where they spent 
their winters, and returned to Doylestown, PA 
in mid May to be close to their daughter 
Cynthia, and went back to Ukiah in the fall 
via Charlotte, NC after visiting their son 
Michael and family. Three years later, Alex’s 
health did not allow him to travel so they stayed 
in Doylestown year round. 

Throughout his life two things had been 
most important to Alex — his church and his 
family. His faith and trust in God were pro- 
found and unwavering. His children spoke 
about their father at the funeral service. They 
spoke of a loving father with enormous integ- 
rity, one who lived his faith in his daily life. 
In their testimonials, which were read at the 
funeral service, Rev. Bernard Guekguezian and 
Rev. Karl Avakian said respectively the fol- 
lowing about Alex. “Alex was a good mem- 
ber in our Christian Endeavor. He was always 
genuine with the people in his life.” “As his 
pastor for over 11 years, I learned to admire 
the character of this man, his wise counsel and 
his friendship, and his humility.” 

Blessed be his memory. 


Rhoda Ruth Iskikian Habib 
(November 29, 1951 —March 28, 2001) 

— by Joseph M. Iskikian (Grieving Father) 
"...There is laid up for me a crown of righ- 
teousness, which the Lord, the Righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day.” -2 Tim. 4:8 


Rhoda Ruth Iskik- 
ian Habib graced 
this world for all too 
short a time, but the 
love and warmth she 
spread to all she 
touched in all her 
many roles, as 
daughter, sister, wife 
and mother, col- 
league, and friend, has left us with a keener 
sense of our humanity, and this shall remain 
with us always. 

Rhoda was born in Beirut, Lebanon on No- 
vember 29, 1951 to Joseph and Haigouhi 
Iskikian, and lived there until the age of ten, 
when her family emigrated to the United States 
and established themselves in San Francisco. 
Rhoda continued her education, adding to her 
elementary schooling begun in Beirut’s Arme- 
nian Evangelical Central High School, by at- 
tending West Portal Elementary School, West 
Portal Lutheran Junior High, and Lowell High. 
It was during these formative years that 
Rhoda’s spiritual life started to develop 


through her active participation in S.F.'s First 
Church of the Nazarene, in its music depart- 
ment, and the youth choir. 

Rhoda’s adult life began during her college 
years at the University of San Francisco. It was 
there that she met Edgard Habib who was to 
become her husband and long-term best friend. 
Her post-graduate work took her to San Jose 
State University where she received a Master 
of Science degree in political science and U.S. 
Government, summa cum laude, thus acquir- 
ing an important understanding of the world 
at large, and particularly the developing world, 
which she was later to put to productive use in 
her professional life. Of particular concern to 
Rhoda was the plight of underprivileged chil- 
dren everywhere, most notably in the Middle 
East and Armenia. Her commitment to justice, 
together with her highly evolved spirituality 
and her sense of pride in her roots in these re- 
gions of the world, led her to a life of strong 
activity on their behalf. 

Armed with these strong academic creden- 
tials, Rhoda started her professional life by en- 
tering a consulting career in Washington, D.C. 
after her family moved to Maryland. She was 
soon to establish a strong reputation for her 
personal and professional qualities. 

Rhoda’s fast-growing professional success 
notwithstanding, it was her family that formed 
the focus of her life. Since her marriage to 
Edgard in 1979 and the birth of their daughter 
Maral in 1989, she was unwavering in her com- 
mitment to her family, and that priority was 
never in doubt. That family also importantly 
included her parents, Joseph and Haigouhi, her 
brother John and his wife Kerry, and their two 
children, and numerous aunts, uncles, and 
cousins to whom she was deeply devoted. 

Not least, Rhoda was a good and loving friend. 
No one could remain untouched by her charm- 
ing youthfulness, her luminous personality, and 
her positive outlook — a trait that she exhib- 
ited even in her final days with never a slip. 
One of her colleagues, perhaps speaking for 
all of us, wrote: “Rhoda was so capable, smart, 
competitive, determined, considerate, loyal, 
devoted, enthusiastic, joyful, proud, caring, and 
so much more. She was just so wonderful. She 
was very special to me as a coworker, profes- 
sional, and friend. I will miss her so much, but 
that is because I am so much the richer and 
better because of her presence in my life.” 

Rhoda is now at peace, and safe in the arms 
of the Lord. Edgard, Maral, and her devoted 
parents will miss her dearly, along with her 
brother John and his family, her relatives and 
many friends who have been unstinting in their 
comfort and support. Her parents, Joseph and 
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Haigouhi, cared for her lovingly during the last 
ten months of her life, and her extended fam- 
ily and friends never left her side. Rhoda is 
survived by her only daughter, Maral, her lov- 
ing husband, Edgard, her dedicated parents, 
Joseph and Haigouhi, her only brother, John 
and his family, and numerous relatives. 

“Blessed is the memory of the righteous.” - 
Prov. 10:7.0 


Shqpwi Qw bul 
(UwhniwG wupbypgpG wnphr) 
8niGniwp 1, > = 
1914-pG, Upup uty, 
Ln.tuwptp Sopayfi- 
tuG bu Zwylwqn ii 
Qwyjbwip ywpypa 
ww jajyu w2juuph 
Yniqwy vwhs Up, 
qnp Yp vypwta 
ShgpwG winiGny: 
Sw wipG uvwinrh’ 
Sbqpwé Yp Ynp- 
upGgGk bp hwjpp: Uyw, bp vop br bnpop 
htm 1920-hG Yp hnpuypnch (*pphnyp: 
Pp GupGwywG niunitp Yp unwiw 
UcbpphbwG Jupdwpwhp vp uvky nipyk 
gpouGwiwpm |’pypwy 1933-pG, unwhwyjny 
bp yquwugwi Yywjywhwhp: Ppp niunid- 
GuumbtGy ti ywlwp piptpgnyn, ywunwih 
Spg¢pwG Yp guéwy) Pnpwglb, bp 
pGfGuwqupqwgniup: 
1941-hG |’winiuliwiwy dwhkp 
PiopobwGp him ti. Yp pwlynwinpnih 
gnpu quiwhGbkpny’ UVouf, 8nyukip, Ubynth 
tt Gnynhy: Gyws E hwiwnwphl winiupl 
Gt. uppniwé hwyp up: Uguwmwsd E ¢cpgn 
bp quiwhGtpniG wywhniniptwi tr 


jwonynniptui huvdup wmwjny wihnlg 
YouGfpG pwrwqnyGp: 

(phn ppl vo niGkgwsé E paybpwypl 
ti ugwyntpwypl fowGnw dwn tr piynnil 
YauGf wp dwulwygkjny quynniph Gyt- 
nigwywG br wqaqwjhl qnpdniikniptwlg: 
Gyws E ZUCU-p hplvGuynhbp whnwlitpka 
ti powpinpp gupfwjpG Yniuwhguywi 
@phpajph 4wy quynippG wks: bp 
GytntguywG YawGfpG uvky tynwd FE 
hwiwnwgbwy, bb. gnpéniGbwy whnwu" 
juéujy unwiwjnyd yqunwupwiwunnr 
ywunoGGtp: 

1960-hG pGwmwibfny Yp pnpwypncth 
QEypnip- be ppp wphtbunwdupd w2unnyj 
Up jgwonnp bpvGbky bp whdaGwh wl 
qnpéunbynpl: Pwjg wpbrbfbp funufw- 
YwG whihbwjyniGniptwhi yunftwnnd, 
pGuwGpfny Yp gunpk Vpwgtwy 
UwhuigGtp Go Yp hwumwunth tpr 
Appqh arp whvhpwytu yp uu w2joumhy 
LpoGGEpp hwunwuniptwli uk, wpGstr 


bp hwGquntwl Ynsncpjp: 

Ppp wqqwypG hupgtpny hiwuuw- 
fpfpninn wW hwjypkGwutp uvkyp, wh 
Uvtphywjp uvky wy yodwpopki yp uyup 
gunwyk, pp GytntghhG br. quynniphl, 
nip 2@nphpr. bp wafbt plwinpniptwl 
WnikbGwy puqvuphr pupbywilGbp: 

1966-hG Yp YnpulgGk pp YpGp’ dwhkpp: 
UpypG pGnwhbywh YauGf vp niGbGwjnr 
hudup WulniuGwiwy kvpjp UpnztuGb 
htiw, npniG hiw Wwypp 18 tpgwhipy 
wuuphGtp: bp tpypnpy yGngp vwhté buf, 
hwuniG muppfpG tr pp Yawhfp yupspe 
hufgqpniwip wypbjnt huvwp bp uppbyp 
wnwoGith wypywG hiw’ tht Appghké Yp 
ynjuypncp Lnu UGGbypu, nip wypbgur 
Utpp funwn, vipp wjbynd upwni, puyg 
Upou gppwywunniwd bp hwpwquunltpny: 
Op UpG wy), uwh wy, Uppwhp opp, 3niGpu 
11-b tpbynyawG, nin Unipp snows, hp 
YowGfhpG ypyjywgnyn fpwqp whwyGhyu- 
jopkG, vupbgwi fnp unigh vunlbjny 
bp quiwlGtpp, panGbpp bt pp pomp 
puptywlGitpp: 

ShqgpwGi Qwjbwhi wjyu w2puwphli 
vuyGtgur ghuwhhbg hwyni up, ubpniwd 
hop Up bt whbnd pwptywdhb up pop 
yqupuuluénippraGtpp ppnrpp Yunwpwd 
vEyni up qnhnidwhnipbtwdp: UGywuy ws 
bp jhgwmwyp wh2ky yhwp vawy pp 
quiwhGtpniG Go pp pninp pupthwd- 
GupniG upwtpnil vk: 


Spqpwi Unudtwl 


—dhp. dhApwyp Wquph aul 
Shqpwi Unwd- 
twép uwhny' UnGp- 
pkwyp Zw) Uctuw- 
puGwywi Uwyp 
Ghayntgh& Ynpul- 
gnig bp hwwwmwpht 
Gt. gum upptyp 
VEY whinwdp: 
Shqpwi Unwd- 
tw éGwd Ep 1928- 
pG, Lwpufpw, 
(Unipbw): UG hugqp. tpbf wupbyul 
huuwl h@ npp vGwgwé — tr pp uvbd bypon 
tc. fpnp ham ynpyniwd FE Lhpwlwlb 


Unipypyupyp Sujal nppwlngp, nip Yuigud 
E ybg muph: PGp wupbhwhhG’ pp 
hoptynpwjpp qujG wnwéd E bp vow hp 
pGuwGibfhbG npyku vey whinwdp: Pp 
GupGwlwi Go tpypnpnwhwi niuniltp 
unwgwd E Qypnipp uty: 

MunuwGhp hwuwhpG Spqpwh Yp ght 
ni. WpGynniGntp Akjpniph Gwiwhw- 
qbunhi vufuwunwl YnqvE ne Yw2punh 
hnG@ npyku hwgzniwhwy 32 tpkwp 
UG Wwulniuiwiwy 13 


uuphpGtnp: 


2nywtdptp 1957-hG, Opn. Uppwphp 
Ubpbibwép htiu: winfg uppn pnjGhG uk» 
Uunniwds Yp 2Gnphk Gpynt uppwunil 
quiwGtp, wyppy up UnjbvpG, ti vos 
up 8wpniphrlp: 

LppwlwGh funqwfwhwi Ynbiitpnil 
htiwtiwifny Unudbwi pinmuGbfp yp 
ponpunpnrtpl Gublwunwyp Unippkuy 
fuynwfp: 2nu bu Shgpwl Yp gwpniGwht 
w7punby, npyku wywuzgmoktwy Gf, 
pGytpniptwi wky UpGstr 1993, ipp 
huGquntwi Yp ynsnch: 

Upwyh Vypby 8-pG, bybybghka bane 
SpqgpwG \W’niGbGwy upmb gopwinn 
uwqGiwy up: UG yp hdnpwypnrh vomwl wy 
hbiwGnwing Up pupwd nt gqptpk 
wy bGnwi Jpfiwhp uvky: Zwyunwh péhzh- 
Gupnr gwifhG Qnpbfowpph, Uuyppy 11-pa 
ShgpwG Yp UwGE pp ywrpwtGwh wh fniip: 

Uhw 72 wwppGtpni yewif up Up 
YtpguGuwp whdawjG Go whggniy Yapynd 
pGsqEu tnwd Ep Spgpw wipnng bp 
YuwifpG vhs: UG pp twp Yp aqk bp 
UbGp’ UbpupppG, bp bpynr quiwyGkpp’ 
UnjbvpG bt. 38wpnippiip, pnnGtp tr 
onpbp: Spqpwi Gnwsd E pwpp ni Gnipptuy 
wuiniupG up tr uppny jigniG hnqgwwwp 
hujp Up Ge Gwhet qnipgninnm utd hwyjp 
up: UG tywds E hwiwnwphd tr 
éunwjywutp wey winwip Unippkwy)p Zw 
Urctuupwhiwyui Uwyp Gyantgppa, 
jupuutiomlé ywowjvbjny Gybnagiyy pnjnp 
yqwuanudniifGtpnG wnuig pugwnni- 
pbwi: UG Gwk. Yp uppEp wjghjntppriGtp 
Yuunuphy Ge wyu Yapyny qwn yuh] pp 
Ywyp hwpwquunlpnr te pupbywlGtpne 
htu: Uju Yepyny wi tywed Ep gum ubpbyp 
ti gufiwj pGupniwéd uvkyp: 

Rupp Go hwfbjp piwinpniptwi wEp 
wid UpG Ep Shqpwl, Upagm wali, 
punquywpup nt ynpwhwh Yugniwd fny: 
Udnp nk fpG JpwykG sEp ywhukp dypup: 
UG hig nu junGwph Ep, upg huidtum br 
pbptr up wu’synu: UG pp whdap ggny stp, 
nipp2itpnra nigwypnrtppiép pp pw) 
wywhwigny stp, ns wp bpp mhuwhEwhG ypw 
yGnnn Lkyp, huwhwnwy bp niltgud 
hwunwun hwidngnivGtpniG: bpbGp stp 
HaGuntp, Yp Gwjpimptp ogit, fwi pt 
ogGnip pri unwiwy: UG pat hawmtinn uUpl 
Ep, hy»t Gt hGwquin, wit}p yunpwun 
ump p&bynt fwG pk jooubjni: Uj] Jooufny 
SbqpwG pupp qywyniwé tr wltiniG Yank 
pGnniGiniwd, gum upphjp fppumniltwy 
vupy upG Ep: UG pp bwpG yp agk pptuwinp 
htiwf up puph qywjniptwlg t Gunnin 
aGnphfpG tr uppnjG fungpniptwl: UaGt 
paynpu whub yhgbGf qhGf wyu ybypny: 

«Uypbpu pupp not huiwnwpht 
éunw.. Umpp fn Skpnoyn nipwlun- 
.pbwip vk»: O 
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SUMMER CAMPS IN ARMENIA AND KARABAGH 


Middle of June till the end of August will be a 
busy period for children and youth in Armenia as 
AMAA will hold camps in three regions of Arme- 
nia and Karabagh, North (Lori camp), Central 
Armenia (Tsaghkadzor camp) and South 
(Stepanakert camp). Thousands of children and | 
youth are expected to attend these camps, which |-~ 
are planned and organized in such a way as to 
give the participants healthy and active rest as | 
well as spiritual nourishment. Interesting programs 
have been put together to make every day of the 
camp exciting, encouraging and fruitful. The pro- 
grams involve quiet times, spiritual lessons 
equipped with creative activities, such as dra- 
mas, games, arts & crafts work to do with the |. \ 
topic under discussion, songs, etc. Alongside these — 


Spiritual activities sports, games and nutritious meals will make the rest complete and enjoyable. 
Besides these camps over 60 day camps and Vacation Bible Schools have been planned in 65 locations in 


Yes, I would like to "sponsor" children to attend 
summer camps in Armenia. 


Enclosed is my donation of $ for 
Children @ $40 each for dayight camps. 
Children @ $25 each for day camps. 


(Make tax deductible donations to AMAA earmarked for Armenia 
summer camps, and mail to 31 W. Century Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652.) 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
31 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


Armenia, Karabagh and Georgia. Over 100 children 
are expected per camp. Thus, near 10,000 (ten thou- 
sand) children will participate in the AMAA Summer 
Camp programs this year. 

This year, a 14-day camp has been planned for 
100 handicapped children. This camp will be carried 
out at the request of and in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Social Affairs. 

It costs about $40 per child to operate a summer 
camp, and about $25 per child for a day camp. To meet 
these costs, the AMAA depends on its members, friends, 
affiliated churches and concerned Christians. We hope 
you feel as we do about the importance of these sum- 
mer camps in the lives of Armenian children. We appeal 
to you to "sponsor" as many of these children as you 
are able. Based on our past experience your generosity 
will have a positive impact on young lives. 
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